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ABOUT LASTING POWERS
OF ATTORNEY
Lasting Powers of Attorney are as important as making a Will.
They cover the decisions which may need to be made during
your lifetime.
What is a Lasting Power of Attorney?
A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal form that allows
someone to act on your behalf, or make decisions for you when
you're no longer able to make your own decisions.
In the form you are called the Donor and the person or people you
choose to assist you are called Attorney(s).
What types of LPAs are there?
There are two types:
Property & Financial Affairs and Health & Welfare
Property & Financial Affairs:
This allows your Attorney(s) to make decisions about and help you in
matters regarding your finances and home. Decisions could include:
Selling your home
Operating and managing your bank accounts
Dealing with your income and tax affairs
This type of LPA can be used before and after the onset of
mental incapacity.
Health & Welfare:
This allows your Attorney(s) to make decisions about you in matters
relating to your health and care. Decisions could include:
Medical and healthcare treatments you may require
Where you live
Day to day living such as your diet and daily routine
This type of LPA can only be used if you lack the mental capacity to
make these types of decisions.
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When would I need a LPA?
Examples include:
While you are on holiday
If you become unwell
An expected or unexpected stay in hospital
If you are physically unable to go out
If, through illness, you are unable to understand or make your own decisions
How do I choose an Attorney?
As an LPA gives legal power to your Attorney to make decisions on your behalf, the
Attorney(s) you choose must be trustworthy and have the ability to make Property
& Financial and/or Health & Care decisions in the best interests of you,
the Donor.
What should I do if my Attorney can't help when I need them?
In the event that the first named Attorney cannot continue to act for you,
Replacement Attorneys can be appointed.

WHAT HAPPENS IF I DON’T
HAVE AN LPA AND I CAN'T
MANAGE MY AFFAIRS?
If you don’t have a LPA and you
become unable to make your own
decisions the process of appointing
a Deputy takes more time and
money. It’s much better to put a
Lasting Power of Attorney in place
while you still can.

If you lose mental capacity and
don’t have a LPA in place,
decisions will be made on your
behalf by somebody appointed by
the Court of Protection and this
may not be the person who you
would choose.

A person can only make an
LPA if they understand the
legal process.
If someone is unable to
make their own decisions,
their family or friends will
need to make an
application to the
Court of Protection for a
Deputyship Order.
This process is more
complicated, time
consuming and expensive
than making a Lasting
Power of Attorney.
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