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ABOUT WILLS
A Will is a hugely important legal document which speaks on your behalf
after you have passed away.

A Will sets out your instructions for who you want to inherit your money, 
 property and assets — this is called your Estate. 

How does a Will work?
In your Will you appoint one or more Executors – these are the person or people
you want to manage the administration of your estate, and control monies if the
people you leave your estate to (the beneficiaries) are under 18.  

What else can you use a Will for?
If your children are under 18 years old you can name Guardians in your Will.
Guardians are people you would like to look after your children in the event of
your death.

WHAT
SHOULD I
CONSIDER
IN MY WILL?

In the event of your death, if you
have children under 18, have  you
consider who you would like them
to live with and who you would
like to be their legal Guardian(s)? 

Who you would like to be your
Executors?  

Some people choose an aunt and
uncle, others their parents or close
family friend who share similar
values in regards to raising children.

Your Executors are the people
responsible for arranging your
funeral and calling in your property
and assets, paying any bills and
taxes before distributing your estate
to your beneficiaries.   
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Who would you like to inherit 
 your personal items?  

Where would you like to leave
a set sum of money                  
 (a legacy) to? 

Who you would choose  as
your beneficiaries? 

Have you promised a necklace or
watch to a particular friend?

 

Some people  like to leave a
certain amount of money to
family, friends, a charity or 
an organisation.     

If there are more than one,
consider whether they would
inherit equally or unequally.        

What happens if your spouse or
partner outlives you? 

Do you want to insert any trusts in
your Will? 

What are your funeral wishes? 

Who do they want as 
their beneficiary?

You may want to safeguard your
share of your home for your children
against a partner or spouse
remarrying. Trusts can also be put in
place to mitigate care home fees.
 

If you have strong opinions about
how and where you would like to be
buried or cremated you can confirm
your wishes within your Will to
ensure your requests are executed.

You can update your Will in
the future if your wishes or

circumstances change in the
future.

If you are not married or
have not formed a civil

partnership, your partner will
not automatically inherit

your estate in the absence of
a Will — no matter how long

you have been together. 

What happens if I don’t have a
Will when I die? 
If a person dies without a valid Will

they are considered as 'intestate'.   

This means the law of intestacy
states who your beneficiaries will be.
These laws were first introduced 
in 1925. 

These rules determine who inherits
what, based on family connections.
The rules don't take into account the
closeness of your relationships, or
who you consider is most in need.

In other words, you will have very
little control over who inherits 
your estate. 


